
 

Symposium Survival Kit 

 

1- Where do I find the symposium venue?  

There is a long slope among beautiful greenery after you enter 

the main gate to the campus. It will take a while with the shuttle to climb that slope, 

don’t panic, you are not lost, enjoy the scenery. Get off at the rectorate (tell the 

driver to be on the safe side- Beytepe shuttle drivers are very understanding and 

helpful). The “Öğretim Üyeleri Kafeteryası” building is close to the rectorate building, 

a very short walk along the road on the right, past the Atatürk monument. Caution: 

there are many entrances to the building make sure you take the main entrance.  

 

2- OK. I am in the building what do I do?  

If you have entered from the main entrance, our team will welcome you at the 

registration desk. A folder and a notepad will be provided in your symposium bag. 

Just go upstairs and find the “MAE- Mehmet Akif Ersoy Hall” on the first floor.  

 

3- I am a smoker…  

We are sorry about that. It is forbidden to smoke in the building including the 

balcony and terrace areas. You can smoke outside the building past the “Sigarasız 

Alan” markings on the floor.  

 

4- How about coffee breaks?  

Pastries, tea and coffee will be provided just outside the MAE HALL in the lounge 

area. You will be able to visit the stands of our sponsors in the longe area too. Please 

note that our cleaning staff has nearly military discipline when it comes to entering 

the hall with beverages or food.  

 

5- Opening speeches and welcoming address…  

We will try to keep the speeches short but you know how we all love the 

microphone. Can’t make any promises, but we will try – very hard – promise.  

 

6- Presentations…  

We have received a great number of paper proposals this year. We wish we could 

include all of them into the program as all were really great papers, but we had to 

limit the number of presentations simply due to the fact that we do not have enough 

time and space. We encourage all participants to submit next year.  



We will have two concurrent sessions at each slot, one in MAE Hall and the other in K 

Hall (in the same corridor). We have decided not to give tickets for sessions so that 

you can choose the presentation that interests you most.  

We ask you not to leave in the middle of a presentation for the temptation of 

wondering what is going on in the next hall. All presentations will be posted on the 

symposium blog.  

 

Dear presenters please note that we have a similar military attitude about time! So 

be prepared to see some people glaring at you and pointing their wrist watch if you 

exceed your time.  

 

7- Low blood sugar makes me irritable…  

Lunch will be served to all participants as a courtesy of Hacettepe University on the 

1st day of the symposium. The cafeteria is on the same floor and lunch will be 

served in a special room reserved only for the symposium participants. Please follow 

the sign posts.  

 

8- Discussion groups…  

We hope that you all filled in the form stating the topics you are interested in. Based 

on your preferences and priorities we have chosen the top 4 topics for each 

discussion group. You will be assigned to one discussion group prior to the 

symposium based on your preference. Each group is color coded. Look for the color 

sticker on your name tag.  

 

9- How do I find my group?  

Just follow the sign posts, the topic and color code of the group will be written on 

each room door. Your color will be on your name tag. 

 

10- What will we do in the discussion groups?  

You will have a moderator who will be monitoring the discussion. You will freely 

discuss the topics, ask questions, share experiences, suggest solutions and do other 

things that people do during discussion groups. We ask the discussion groups to 

prepare at least 5 questions about your topic that you think are important and should 

be discussed during the panels the following day.  

 

Please also choose a group presenter. The presenter will have 7-8 minutes on the 

2nd day of the symposium to share with the whole group the highlights of your 

discussion and pose the questions that you would like to be discussed during the 

panel.  



11- I see that there is going to be a panel? How is it organized?  

We will have the panel on the 2nd day of the symposium with five panelists this 

year. We have asked our panelists to ask you questions first before adding their own 

comments. This will be an opportunity for you to express your opinions about the 

topics you have been discussing during the event.  

 

12- How can I get presentations, photos etc. after the event?  

The whole event will be video recorded and many photos taken to be posted on the 

blog page. We will do that because it is probably the easiest way of sharing photos. 

Please let us know if you have reservations about that- but we believe that it is quite 

unlikely that we are on the radar of any secret service hunting us down through face 

recognition.  

 

13- Is there going to be a raffle?  

We will not have a raffle but there will many awards given to participants at the 

closing ceremony. Please be there you might be the one. A teaser for you: There is 

one award for the chicest person. Just so you know. 

 

14- How about the fun online discussion forum?  

Todaysmeet? Yes of course we will have it also this year. We have opened a 

todaysmeet.com account for the symposium. People from last year will remember 

that it was very popular. Here is the address: https://todaysmeet.com/thesymposium  

Please join the discussion prior to the symposium and share your ideas real time 

during presentations or later with your real name or an alias. We have observed last 

year that people were more comfortable with an alias. Maybe but only maybe there 

is an award for people who contribute most to the online discussions on todaysmeet. 

  

15- How do I get my certificate?  

Certificates will be given on the 2nd day of the symposium at the desk outside the 

MAE Hall.  

 

16- Where is the venue of the symposium dinner?  

Meandros Restaurant. Kuleli Sokak. 28/A Gaziosmanpaşa/ Ankara. Please note that 

there is a ‘risk of swollen feet from dancing’ hazard. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/meandros.restoran/info?tab=overview 

https://www.facebook.com/meandros.restoran/info?tab=overview

